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HOUSE REPUBLICANS ARE BASING THEIR BIDEN IMPEACHMENT STUNT ON 

FALSE CLAIMS THAT HAVE BEEN REPEATEDLY DEBUNKED 

James Comer: “Was Joe Biden directly involved with Hunter Biden’s business deals and is he 

compromised? That’s our investigation.” 

James Comer: “What we’re determining in the House Oversight Committee, the Republicans, is did this 

compromise President Joe Biden? Did this compromise him in his decision-making process?” 

James Comer: “Our investigation is of Joe Biden. It always has been.” 

James Comer: “Joe Biden was involved, all roads lead to Joe Biden.” 

Elise Stefanik: “Joe Biden Has, I Believe, Committed Multiple Criminal Acts” 

House Republicans have consistently maintained that their investigation of the Bidens is focused on 

unearthing President Biden’s involvement in his son’s business dealings – and revealing policy and 

governing decisions he made that were “compromised” because of it. House Republicans have bragged 

about how they have “obtained thousands of pages of financial records” and claimed they show that 

“there’s hard evidence that Joe Biden was front and center in this.” Yet at every turn, their allegations 

about wrongdoing by Joe Biden have been debunked and refuted by their own witnesses’ testimony, the 

financial records they have obtained, independent public reporting, and more.  

It’s clear that this “investigation” is all politics and no evidence. Chairman Comer has already conceded 

that his investigation is not about pursuing the truth but about damaging the President’s poll numbers, 

and every day it becomes more clear that Comer and his fellow extreme MAGA Republicans in Congress 

have decided that peddling conspiracy theories is more important than working with President Biden 

and Democrats on the real issues that American families care about like lowering costs, creating jobs, 

and continuing to grow our economy.  

Virtually every single allegation that House Republicans have suggested would be the basis for pursuing 

impeachment has been refuted. 
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REPUBLICAN CLAIM #1: Joe Biden “engaged in a bribery scheme with a foreign 

national.”  
 

• This claim is based on what Republicans say is an FBI FD-1023 form, revealing a source telling 

the FBI about an allegation of bribery from the founder of Burisma, a Ukrainian energy 

company. Years ago, Hunter Biden served on the board of this company, and former President 

Donald Trump’s first impeachment centered on his threat to withhold U.S. aid unless the 

Ukrainian government opened an investigation into the Bidens. Both the form itself and the 

facts surrounding this episode refute the GOP's claims. 

THE FACTS SHOW:   

FBI FD-1023 forms are simply the memorialization of tips to the FBI. They are not documented proof 

and allegations do not need to be corroborated to be included on the form. They are simply unverified 

claims. 

• The FBI has stated that these forms “do not reflect the conclusions of investigators based on a 

fuller context or understanding. Recording this information does not validate it, establish its 

credibility, or weigh it against other information known or developed by the FBI in our 

investigations.” 

o In fact, the FBI has said that “the mere existence of such a document would establish 

little beyond the fact that a confidential human source provided information and the FBI 

recorded it.”  

• Associated Press: “These reports are routine, contain uncorroborated and unvetted information 

and do not on their own establish any wrongdoing.” 

• Axios: The form “simply documents an interview with a source, and does not in itself indicate 

any suspicions of wrongdoing” 

The allegation in the FD-1023 form was investigated by Donald Trump’s Justice Department under Bill 

Barr and found to “not be supported by facts.”  

• Washington Post: “The allegation contained in the document was reviewed by the FBI at the 

time and was found to not be supported by facts, and the investigation was subsequently 

dropped with the Trump Justice Department’s sign-off.” 

• NYT: “The Trump Justice Department investigated the allegation, which involved his son Hunter 
Biden’s dealings in Ukraine, in 2020, but prosecutors could not substantiate the claims.”  

• NBC: “The FBI and Scott Brady, then the U.S. attorney for Western Pennsylvania, reviewed the 

allegation when it was made in 2020, as well as other information about Hunter Biden’s dealings 

in Ukraine, a senior law enforcement official said last week. The bribery allegation, however, 

wasn’t substantiated, the official said.” 

https://oversight.house.gov/release/grassley-comer-demand-fbi-record-alleging-criminal-scheme-involving-then-vp-biden/
https://oversight.house.gov/release/grassley-comer-demand-fbi-record-alleging-criminal-scheme-involving-then-vp-biden/
https://socxfbi.org/SFSA/SFSA/Featured-Articles/Message-from-the-FBI-on-the-FD-1023-Request-from-Congress.aspx
https://www.grassley.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/fbi_to_grassley_comer_-_biden_1023_response.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/fbi-subpoena-biden-family-republicans-whistleblower-allegations-8dded7d781d8daf3f86343b72423b968
https://www.axios.com/2023/05/03/grassley-comer-fbi-form-fd1023-biden
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2023/06/05/james-comer-christopher-wray-contempt-congress/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/06/05/us/politics/house-republicans-fbi-wray-contempt.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/rep-james-comer-tees-contempt-resolution-fbi-director-biden-probe-rcna88124
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• CNN: “The FBI and prosecutors who previously reviewed the information couldn’t corroborate 

the claims.”  

Multiple individuals have testified that this allegation is not true – including Republicans’ own 

witnesses and the source of the alleged bribe himself.  

• Devon Archer, Hunter Biden’s former business partner who House Republicans lauded as a 

“hero” who was “coming forward to directly tie the President to a bribery scheme,” testified 

that he disagrees with the FBI form’s allegation that President Biden had been bribed by 

Burisma’s owner, Mykola Zlochevsky (p.112): 

 

• In fact, Archer even testified that then Vice President Biden had no involvement with Burisma 

whatsoever (p.104): 

 

• Mykola Zlochevsky, the owner of Burisma who House Republicans themselves have identified as 

the source of the alleged bribe in the form, told investigators: “No one from Burisma ever had 

any contacts with VP Biden or people working for him during Hunter Biden’s engagement.” 

Zlochevsky also confirmed that neither Vice President Biden nor his staff assisted Zlochevsky or 

Burisma “in any way with business deals or meetings with world leaders or any other 

assistance.”  

o These statements were produced to the House Committees overseeing President 

Trump’s first impeachment years ago in 2019.  

• Lev Parnas, Giuliani’s former investigator who House Republicans have refused to interview, 

said that although he was tasked to help “dig up dirt on the Bidens…there was no evidence of 

bribery or extortion that anyone could find.”  

In fact, congressional Republicans themselves have questioned the veracity of allegations in the FD-

1023 form:   

• Associated Press: “Called an FD-1023 form, it involves claims a confidential informant made in 

2020 about Hunter Biden’s alleged business dealings when he served on the board of Ukrainian 

https://www.cnn.com/2023/06/02/politics/fbi-document-congress-biden/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/06/02/politics/fbi-document-congress-biden/index.html
https://themessenger.com/politics/gop-chairman-hypes-a-possible-hero-of-his-probe-of-biden-family
https://twitter.com/RepNancyMace/status/1683592554300731395
https://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Devon-Archer-Transcript.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Devon-Archer-Transcript.pdf
https://twitter.com/RepMTG/status/1666847398251966479
https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/news/press-releases/ranking-member-raskin-shares-key-evidence-directly-contradicting-bribery
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q5BLw4vaOoi5_nLBUis476p2hwADZEcR/view
https://apnews.com/article/hunter-biden-burisma-ukraine-congress-grassley-d373e943f3b9e860843626b4355e5321
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energy company Burisma. Top Republicans have acknowledged they cannot confirm whether 

the information is true.”  

• Senator Grassley has even said “we are not interested in whether the allegations against Vice 

President Biden are accurate or not.”  

• And congressional Republicans have questioned the allegations: 

o Senator Ron Johnson: “Take that with a grain of salt, this could be coming from a very 

corrupt oligarch who could be making this stuff up.”  

o Rep. Comer: “We don’t know if they’re legit or not.”  

o Newsweek: “GOP’s Chuck Grassley Admits Biden Bribery Allegation May Be ‘Untrue’”  

 

REPUBLICAN CLAIM #2: Joe Biden as VP got the Ukrainian prosecutor general 

fired in order to help the company where his son served on the board.  
 

• Republicans claim that Joe Biden leveraged foreign aid to oust the Ukrainian prosecutor general 

Viktor Shokin in order to protect Burisma, where Hunter Biden served on the board. For 

example, Chairman Comer has claimed that the “real quid pro quo wasn’t Donald Trump, it was 

Joe Biden when he tried to hold up foreign aid when he was vice president in exchange for firing 

the federal prosecutor in Ukraine that was investigating the corruption from his son.”  

THE FACTS SHOW:   

• Years of independent reporting, including during Trump’s impeachment, has found that Shokin 

in fact “was not investigating Burisma or Hunter Biden” and that “the international community 

and anti-corruption advocates in Ukraine were also calling for Shokin to be removed from office 

for his failure to aggressively prosecute corruption.” 

• Then-Vice President Biden was “carrying out a policy developed at the State Department and 

coordinated with the European Union and the International Monetary Fund” – a policy 

that Republicans also supported. 

• Independent reporting has called this claim “widely discredited,” “false,” and “debunked,” and 

Republicans’ own witnesses during the first Trump impeachment called these claims “non-

credible.”  

• The House Foreign Affairs Committee reviewed more than 16,000 pages of documents produced 

by Trump’s State Department in their investigation of this claim and found that “American 

officials, all the way up to Vice President Biden” “pursued a strong policy of encouraging Ukraine 

to reform and tackle corruption, including by prosecuting corrupt oligarchs such as Burisma’s 

Mykola Zlochevsky.” 

Shokin was ousted because he was not prosecuting corruption: 

• CNN: “The Obama administration, American allies, the International Monetary Fund and 

Ukrainian anti-corruption activists, among others, had all made clear that they were displeased 

with the performance of Viktor Shokin, who became prosecutor general in 2015. Shokin was 

https://www.newsweek.com/republican-says-it-doesnt-matter-if-joe-biden-accusations-are-accurate-1803897
https://www.newsweek.com/republican-says-it-doesnt-matter-if-joe-biden-accusations-are-accurate-1803897
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2023/06/15/sen_ron_johnson_we_dont_know_if_biden_tapes_exist_take_it_with_a_grain_of_salt.html
https://twitter.com/atrupar/status/1668600348414492672?
https://www.newsweek.com/chuck-grassley-biden-bribery-allegation-untrue-1798671
https://video.snapstream.net/Play/8cJmJQ9KSgTuI2622JTEza?accessToken=cr1lk3ctb7qf0
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/29/business/media/fact-check-biden-ukraine-burisma-china-hunter.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/12/04/gop-tries-connect-dots-biden-ukraine-comes-up-short/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/09/27/quick-guide-trumps-false-claims-about-ukraine-bidens/
https://www.factcheck.org/2020/10/trump-revives-false-narrative-on-biden-and-ukraine/
https://www.factcheck.org/2020/10/trump-revives-false-narrative-on-biden-and-ukraine/
https://www.factcheck.org/2020/10/trump-revives-false-narrative-on-biden-and-ukraine/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/07/17/here-we-go-again-an-explosive-hunter-biden-laptop-email-needs-context/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/07/17/here-we-go-again-an-explosive-hunter-biden-laptop-email-needs-context/
https://www.cnn.com/2019/10/03/politics/gop-senators-echoed-biden-on-ukraine-reforms-kfile/index.html
https://www.factcheck.org/2020/10/trump-revives-false-narrative-on-biden-and-ukraine/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/nation-world/ct-nw-cb-trump-impeachment-hearings-fact-check-20191119-qdj66yn74rerfpzfuzxn3zgs6a-story.html
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-ap-top-news-joe-biden-politics-impeachments-9925880fbbb04596805f603fce14e0b0
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-ap-top-news-joe-biden-politics-impeachments-9925880fbbb04596805f603fce14e0b0
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-ap-top-news-joe-biden-politics-impeachments-9925880fbbb04596805f603fce14e0b0
https://democrats-foreignaffairs.house.gov/_cache/files/9/7/97456b51-22ce-4623-a086-ace0c53226d5/48BB333C1C03B263CD3BCD0E48416CAB.hfac----dos-records-debunk-republican-smear.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2019/09/23/politics/fact-check-trump-ukraine-hunter-biden-joe-biden/index.html
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widely faulted for declining to bring prosecutions of elites’ corruption, and he was even accused 

of hindering corruption investigations.” 

• PolitiFact: “Western leaders and institutions were largely united in seeking Shokin’s removal, 

arguing that he was not pursuing corruption cases aggressively.”  

• FactCheck.org: “At the time, the international community and anti-corruption advocates in 

Ukraine were also calling for Shokin to be removed from office for his failure to aggressively 

prosecute corruption.” 

Shokin’s ousting was supported by Republicans in Congress and by international partners such as the 

IMF and the EU.  

• CNN: “Republican senators echoed Biden in urging Ukrainian president to reform prosecutor 

general’s office” 

• The Hill:  Senator Ron Johnson said in 2019 “‘The whole world, by the way, including the 

Ukrainian caucus, which I signed the letter, the whole world felt that this that Shokin wasn’t 

doing a [good] enough job. So we were saying hey you’ve … got to rid yourself of corruption.’” 

• Washington Post: “Biden was carrying out a policy developed at the State Department and 

coordinated with the European Union and the International Monetary Fund.”  

Multiple individuals, including former Trump Administration officials testifying under oath during 

former President Trump’s impeachment trial, as well as witnesses requested by Republicans, have 

testified that this allegation is not true.  

• Trump’s U.S. special envoy to Ukraine Kurt Volker, a Republican-called witness during Trump’s 

first impeachment testified under oath that “the allegations against Vice President Biden are 

self-serving and non-credible.”  

• Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State George Kent, who served during the Trump 
Administration, testified during Trump’s first impeachment that “the U.S. the IMF, the European 
Union countries, we had come to the conclusion in the wake of the diamond prosecutors affair 
that there was going to be no progress for reform on the prosecutor general under Shokin” and 
that the idea to leverage aid to push for Shokin’s ousting came not from Hunter Biden, but 
“from Ambassador Pyatt in discussion with Assistant Secretary Nuland and then was pitched to 
the Office of the Vice President.”  

o Kent later also testified in a Republican-led Senate investigation that Hunter Biden and 
his associates had no role in the formulation of U.S. policy and that the policies then-VP 
Biden pursued in Ukraine were “intended to advance the interests of the United States 
of America.”  

• Devon Archer, the House Republicans’ own much-hyped witness this year, testified that he had 

been informed at the time that Shokin’s firing “was not good, because he was like under control 

as relates to Mykola [Zlochevsky, Burisma’s owner].” 

o When asked, “Did you have any knowledge of Joe Biden having any involvement with 

Burisma?” Archer answered flatly: “No.” 

o When asked, “Do you have any basis to disagree with the conclusion that "Hunter 

Biden's presence on the board of the Ukrainian gas company Burisma had no effect on 

U.S. foreign policy?” Archer also answered “No.”  

• David Wade, the Chief of Staff at the State Department, which developed the policy to remove 
Shokin, testified to the Senate that he “never heard the words ‘Hunter Biden’ in any discussion 

https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2019/may/07/viral-image/fact-checking-joe-biden-hunter-biden-and-ukraine/
https://www.factcheck.org/2020/10/trump-revives-false-narrative-on-biden-and-ukraine/
https://www.cnn.com/2019/10/03/politics/gop-senators-echoed-biden-on-ukraine-reforms-kfile/index.html
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/464302-gop-senator-says-he-doesnt-remember-signing-2016-letter-urging-reform-of/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/07/17/here-we-go-again-an-explosive-hunter-biden-laptop-email-needs-context/
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-ap-top-news-joe-biden-politics-impeachments-9925880fbbb04596805f603fce14e0b0
https://d3i6fh83elv35t.cloudfront.net/static/2019/11/Kenttranscript.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/imo/media/doc/200923_FullReport_PetersHSGACWydenFinance.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Devon-Archer-Transcript.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Devon-Archer-Transcript.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/imo/media/doc/200923_FullReport_PetersHSGACWydenFinance.pdf
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about Ukraine” and that the State Department’s policies towards Ukraine were not altered “not 
even a little bit” to assist Hunter Biden.”  

• Former Assistant Secretary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs Victoria Nuland testified 
to Senate investigators: “I was proud to work with Vice President Biden on Ukraine policy and 
especially on trying to help the Ukrainian people root out corruption in their country. He was a 
warrior on these subjects, and I never saw any influence on policy as a result of Hunter Biden’s 
board seat.” 

• Former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Geoffrey Pyatt also testified to the Senate that they 
believed “systemic corruption” was “not going to be broken under the approach that Prosecutor 
General Shokin was pursuing” and when asked if the policy advocating for the dismissal of 
Shokin was “formulated by Vice President Biden in an effort to assist his son,” Pyatt responded: 
“No. As I said, it was formulated by the interagency process.”  

 
Shokin’s own deputy, Vitaly Kasko, said that Shokin was not investigating Burisma at the time: 

• Bloomberg: “Shokin took no action to pursue cases against Zlochevsky throughout 2015, said 

Kasko, who was Shokin’s deputy overseeing international cooperation and helping in asset-

recovery investigations. Kasko said he had urged Shokin to pursue the investigations.”  

 

REPUBLICAN CLAIM #3: “Joe Biden has participated in his family’s global 

business ventures with America’s adversaries.”  
 

• Republicans in Congress say that Joe Biden was directly involved in foreign business dealings 

with his family. Comer has said that they “already have evidence that would point that Joe Biden 

was involved with Hunter Biden on this” and that “America is gonna get to see firsthand just 

how involved Joe Biden was in his family’s shenanigans.” McCarthy has claimed “the Bidens took 

over $20 million” from foreign countries, and Comer has also alleged the “Biden family received 

over $20 million from our enemies” through “20-plus shell companies” that are “fake.”  

THE FACTS SHOW: 

Hunter Biden’s business associates – the House Republicans’ own hand-picked witnesses – have 

testified to Congress that Joe Biden was not involved in Hunter Biden’s business dealings:  

• Comer claimed that Devon Archer was “going to be able to come under oath and tell us exactly 

what role Joe Biden played,” but Archer testified that President Biden wasn’t involved, never 

discussed business dealings, and did nothing wrong.  

o Archer testified that President Biden had no involvement with Burisma (p.104): 

https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/imo/media/doc/2020-09-03-Nuland%20Interview%20with%20Exhibits.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/imo/media/doc/2020-09-03-Nuland%20Interview%20with%20Exhibits.pdf
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-05-07/timeline-in-ukraine-probe-casts-doubt-on-giuliani-s-biden-claim
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/05/30/gop-investigation-hunter-biden-fbi/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/05/30/gop-investigation-hunter-biden-fbi/
https://www.c-span.org/video/?524331-1/house-republican-news-conference-biden-family-investigation
https://www.c-span.org/video/?524331-1/house-republican-news-conference-biden-family-investigation
https://twitter.com/RepJamesComer/status/1679486720591396864?s=20
https://twitter.com/RepJamesComer/status/1679486720591396864?s=20
https://twitter.com/SpeakerMcCarthy/status/1689276978350735362
https://twitter.com/SpeakerMcCarthy/status/1689276978350735362
https://www.newsmax.com/newsmax-tv/james-comer-newsmax-joe-biden/2023/08/10/id/1130313/
https://www.newsmax.com/newsmax-tv/james-comer-newsmax-joe-biden/2023/08/10/id/1130313/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DhT0dYsTUEL0a7CQlhFHrrjj5QyE2EP_/view
https://music.amazon.com/podcasts/af1c375a-be05-4b8a-b1e8-5336d7d99405/episodes/cfd44984-c70c-481e-a04e-0d9e0f666128/verdict-with-ted-cruz-money-direct-from-ccp-170-suspicious-activity-reports-part-one-of-deep-dive-into-biden-family-corruption-with-chairman-james-comer
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_R3qvQAi6dSPWOyby4Zxf6PXALi6C9Q2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_R3qvQAi6dSPWOyby4Zxf6PXALi6C9Q2/view?usp=sharing
https://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Devon-Archer-Transcript.pdf
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o Archer testified that he wasn’t aware of any wrongdoing by President Biden (p.104): 

 

o Archer testified that President Biden never discussed business with Hunter Biden or his 

associates (p.131): 

 

• Eric Schwerin, another business partner of Hunter Biden who Comer boasted was “going to be a 

very valuable witness for us,” instead told the Oversight Committee that “he was not aware of 

any involvement by President Biden in the financial conduct of his relatives’ businesses.”  

 

For years, independent reporting has found that Joe Biden was not involved in these business 

dealings. 

• Wall Street Journal: “Corporate records reviewed by The Wall Street Journal show no role for 

Joe Biden.” (October 2020) 

• Washington Post: “The Post did not find evidence that Joe Biden personally benefited from or 

knew details about the transactions.” (March 2022) 

• Former Hunter Biden business associate: “I am unaware of any involvement at anytime of the 

former Vice President.” (October 2020) 

Comer says he has obtained thousands of pages of financial records, including via subpoena, yet none 

of these records have shown any link to Joe Biden. Perhaps that’s why Republicans are now arguing 

they don’t need to “show payments directly to the President to show corruption.”    

https://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Devon-Archer-Transcript.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Devon-Archer-Transcript.pdf
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/justice/hunter-biden-business-partner-cooperating-gop-comer
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/justice/hunter-biden-business-partner-cooperating-gop-comer
https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/2023.05.10%20Memo%20to%20Members%20re%20Misuse%20and%20Distortion%20of%20Confidential%20Bank%20Information%20FINAL.pdf
https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/2023.05.10%20Memo%20to%20Members%20re%20Misuse%20and%20Distortion%20of%20Confidential%20Bank%20Information%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/hunter-bidens-ex-business-partner-alleges-father-knew-about-venture-11603421247
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/03/30/hunter-biden-china-laptop/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/hunter-bidens-ex-business-partner-alleges-father-knew-about-venture-11603421247
https://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Third-Bank-Records-Memorandum_Redacted.pdf
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• Washington Post: “Despite reviewing thousands of bank records, they haven’t shown a link 

between Biden and his family’s business deals. And there is no evidence he personally benefited 

financially…So far, Republicans have failed to connect Hunter Biden’s business deals to his 

father’s work while vice president.” 

• CNN: “The latest report does not show any payments made directly to Joe Biden, either as vice 

president or after leaving office.” 

• NBC: “As part of the investigation, Republican lawmakers, however, have repeatedly released 

financial documents that failed to prove any of the accusations.” 

• Politico: “Republicans have not yet found a smoking gun linking the president to his son’s 

business arrangements or that Joe Biden accepted a bribe, while both Attorney General Merrick 

Garland and U.S. Attorney David Weiss have denied the whistleblower allegations.” 

• Former spokesman for Republican Speakers Boehner and Ryan: “These committees are starting 

with conclusions and then trying – and mostly failing – to find facts to support them.” 

• Former investigations director for Republican Sen. Grassley for two decades: House Republicans 

“are content with weaponizing mere allegations, which suggests they are focused on political 

rabble-rousing instead of finding and demonstrating the truth.”  

• Fox News anchor Steve Doocy: “You don’t actually have any facts to that point. You’ve got some 

circumstantial evidence. And the other thing is, of all those names, the one person who didn’t 

profit – there’s no evidence that Joe Biden did anything illegally.” 

Comer, McCarthy, and other House Republicans falsely claim to have identified $20 million in 

payments to the “Biden family” through fake shell companies – even though these companies were 

legitimate entities, the majority of the money was paid to non-Bidens, and none of the money flowed 

to Joe Biden. 

• Washington Post: “Comer often suggests that the Biden family used these so-called shell 

companies to launder money; in his telling, such companies served no legitimate function. But 

that claim is undercut by the list of 21 companies that appear in the second staff memo… 

Virtually all of the companies (many of which now are defunct) had legitimate business 

interests.”  

• Washington Post: “[Comer] claims the Bidens received more than $20 million from foreign 

sources, leaving off the caveat in the staff reports that two-thirds of the payments went to 

Hunter Biden’s business partners.”  

• Washington Post: “No evidence has emerged that any of these funds can be traced to Joe Biden 

himself.”  

 

REPUBLICAN CLAIM #4: “President Biden is compromised by deals with foreign 

adversaries” and it is “impacting his decision making.” 
 

• Chair Comer has said “it’s hard for me to believe” that Hunter Biden would have received money 

from foreign companies “if they weren’t getting a return on their investment, and the only way 

they could get a return on their investment is through a Vice President Joe Biden or a President 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/05/30/gop-investigation-hunter-biden-fbi/
https://www.cnn.com/2023/05/10/politics/comer-bank-records-biden-family-members-payments-foreign-entities/index.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/house-republicans-attack-biden-family-viewing-fbi-document-rcna88413
https://www.politico.com/news/2023/07/26/impeachment-politics-biden-mccarthy-garland-mayorkas-gop-00108235
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/07/17/jim-jordan-weaponization-hearing-wray-fbi-trump-maga/
https://themessenger.com/opinion/house-republicans-appear-ready-to-drive-their-hunter-biden-train-off-the-tracks
https://twitter.com/atrupar/status/1656649124194705409
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/08/17/how-republicans-overhype-findings-their-hunter-biden-probe/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/08/17/how-republicans-overhype-findings-their-hunter-biden-probe/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/08/17/how-republicans-overhype-findings-their-hunter-biden-probe/
https://oversight.house.gov/landing/biden-family-investigation/
https://oversight.house.gov/landing/biden-family-investigation/
https://oversight.house.gov/landing/biden-family-investigation/
https://www.newsmax.com/newsmax-tv/joe-biden-nine-family-members/2023/04/17/id/1116521/
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Joe Biden.” At one point, Comer proclaimed that “there are six specific decisions that Joe Biden 

made either as vice president or president that are very concerning to us, that we believe could 

potentially lead back to payments that were made,” but he has never outlined what those are. 

THE FACTS SHOW: 

Independent reporting has found that, despite all their investigating, House Republicans have 

identified no evidence of wrongdoing by Joe Biden, no connection between Joe Biden and Hunter 

Biden’s business dealings, and no impact on policymaking.  

 

• CNN: “Republicans still have yet to tie such allegations directly to the president’s actions, which 

will be a major hurdle for GOP leaders to clear if they move ahead with impeaching Biden.” 

• New York Times: “The Republicans conceded that they had yet to find evidence of a specific 

corrupt action Mr. Biden took in office in connection with any of the business deals his son 

entered into.” 

• Axios: “By Republicans' own admission, the investigation into alleged Biden family corruption 

has yet to uncover specific evidence of wrongdoing by the president himself.” 

• Time: “They provided no evidence of President Biden’s knowledge of the transactions and made 

no attempt to link the payments to any of his official or unofficial acts as a public servant.” 

• Comer on Fox News could not explain the policy decisions he believes are implicated. 

o Steve Doocy to Comer: “Make it easy for us: what was the crime?” Comer: “The crime is 

that you are trading policy for money.” Doocy: “Which policy?” Comer: “We’re going to 

get into that.” 

• Consistent with this reporting, Republican’s own witness, Devon Archer, confirmed that he was 

aware of no wrongdoing by President Biden and that Hunter Biden’s business interests never 

influenced U.S. policy (p.131): 

 

 

https://www.nationalreview.com/news/organized-crime-comer-claims-then-vp-biden-made-six-policy-decisions-in-exchange-for-foreign-cash/
https://www.cnn.com/2023/07/25/politics/kevin-mccarthy-impeachment-embrace/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/10/us/politics/hunter-biden-house-republicans-report.html
https://www.axios.com/2023/07/25/mcarthy-biden-impeachment-inquiry
https://time.com/6278705/james-comer-hunter-biden-investigation/
https://www.mediaite.com/tv/steve-doocy-presses-james-comer-to-show-the-goods-on-joe-biden-make-it-easy-for-us-what-was-the-crime/
https://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Devon-Archer-Transcript.pdf
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Even House Republicans have conceded they do not have evidence tying Joe Biden to wrongdoing:  

• A GOP lawmaker told CNN: “There’s no evidence that Joe Biden got money, or that Joe Biden, 

you know, agreed to do something so that Hunter could get money. There’s just no evidence of 

that. And they can’t impeach without that evidence. And I don’t I don’t think the evidence 

exists.”  

• Rep. Dave Joyce said: “You hear a lot of rumor and innuendo … but that’s not fact to me. As a 

former prosecutor, I think there has to be facts, and I think there has to be due process that we 

follow, and I’ve not seen any of that today.”  

• Rep. Don Bacon said: “I think before we move on to [an] impeachment inquiry, we should … 

there should be a direct link to the president in some evidence.”  

 

 

REPUBLICAN CLAIM #5: There was “political interference from the Biden 

administration” in Trump-appointed prosecutor David Weiss’ investigation of 

Hunter Biden.  

THE FACTS SHOW:  
President Biden has had no involvement in this case, and chose to keep the Trump-appointed 

prosecutor in place during his Administration to ensure the independence of the case. The Justice 

Department and Weiss himself have stressed that he had full authority in the investigation, and even 

House Republicans’ own witnesses have testified that neither Joe Biden nor his Administration 

interfered in this case. Weiss now has been given full special counsel authority. 

• Weiss himself definitively stated he had “ultimate authority” in the matter, “including 

responsibility for deciding where, when, and whether to file charges.”  

• Attorney General Merrick Garland testified in front of Congress that Weiss has had “full 

authority” to carry out his investigation.  

• Multiple witnesses called by Republicans debunked Republican claims of political interference: 

o IRS agents Gary Shapley and Joseph Ziegler confirmed at a House Oversight hearing that 

neither Attorney General Garland nor President Biden interfered in the probe of Hunter 

Biden. 

o An FBI Supervisory Special Agent testified to the Oversight Committee that he had never 

known Weiss or the career prosecutors in his office to make decisions based on political 

https://www.cnn.com/2023/08/28/politics/mccarthy-biden-impeachment-strategy/index.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/vulnerable-republicans-arent-sold-impeaching-biden-rcna98638
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/4172166-house-republicans-biden-impeachment-inquiry/
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/bidens-watch-lady-justice-weaponized-merrick-garland-thing
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/bidens-watch-lady-justice-weaponized-merrick-garland-thing
https://twitter.com/KFaulders/status/1671244251693285379
https://twitter.com/KFaulders/status/1671244251693285379
https://twitter.com/KFaulders/status/1671244251693285379
https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/01/politics/merrick-garland-senate-judiciary-committee-testimony/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/01/politics/merrick-garland-senate-judiciary-committee-testimony/index.html
https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/news/press-releases/while-republicans-work-to-undermine-rule-of-law-and-distract-from-trump-s
https://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/FBI-SSA-Transcribed-Interview-Transcript.pdf
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influence: 

 
• CNN: “There is no public indication that Joe Biden or the White House ever tried to intervene in 

the probe.”  

• President Biden has stressed: “I made a commitment that I would not in any way interfere with 

the Justice Department, who they prosecuted, if they prosecuted, how they proceeded. I’ve not 

spoken once — not one single time — with the attorney general on any specific case. Not once.”  

Republicans have pointed to complaints about decisions that were made during the Trump 

Administration, under Bill Barr’s Department of Justice, to support baseless claims of political 

meddling by President Biden and the White House:  

• McCarthy has argued that the failure to approve a search warrant of President Biden’s Delaware 

home “because of ‘optics’” is proof of interference. But according to IRS agent Gary Shapley, this 

decision was made two months before the 2020 presidential election, during the Trump 

Administration.  

• In fact, it’s long been public that Attorney General Bill Barr understood the sensitivities of Weiss’ 

investigation: 

o WSJ: “Barr Worked to Keep Hunter Biden Probes From Public View During Election” 

• And Barr himself had issued “new rules for politically sensitive investigations” and how they 

were handled at the Department of Justice. 

Experts, independent reporting, and witnesses note that disagreements between prosecutors and 

investigators are routine and are not proof of political interference, as Republicans have alleged. In 

fact, reporting has noted that the five-year investigation has been “thorough” involving a wide team 

of investigators and prosecutors: 

• PolitiFact: “Legal experts cautioned against assuming the whistleblowers are fully correct…it’s 

not uncommon in major prosecutions to have different players wanting to pursue different 

approaches.” 

• CNN: “It isn’t uncommon for there to be internal disagreements among investigators over which 

charges to file against the target of an investigation, much like the disagreements that the IRS 

whistleblowers described.” 

• Vox: “Most of their complaints are just about believing DOJ prosecutors were too cautious and 

risk-averse in this case. Yet it is simply a reality that, in a high-profile case with the potential for 

major media attention and scandal that could ruin careers, many officials involved will want to 

be cautious.” 

• NBC: “Law enforcement officials familiar with the matter described it as a thorough 

investigation involving criminal investigators, FBI agents and counterintelligence agents in 

https://www.cnn.com/2023/07/27/politics/hunter-biden-no-pardon-white-house/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmekpMxhFmg
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/bidens-watch-lady-justice-weaponized-merrick-garland-thing
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Whistleblower-1-Transcript_Redacted.pdf
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Whistleblower-1-Transcript_Redacted.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/barr-worked-to-keep-hunter-biden-probes-from-public-view-during-election-11607653188
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/06/803506238/attorney-general-barr-issues-new-rules-for-politically-sensitive-investigations
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/joe-biden/hunter-biden-plea-deal-income-tax-case-gun-charges-rcna90144
https://www.politifact.com/article/2023/jun/27/hunter-biden-criminal-case-what-irs/
https://www.cnn.com/2023/06/22/politics/irs-whistleblower-hunter-biden/index.html
https://www.vox.com/2023/6/29/23772637/hunter-biden-whistleblowers-irs-merrick-garland
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/joe-biden/hunter-biden-plea-deal-income-tax-case-gun-charges-rcna90144
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Baltimore and Wilmington, Delaware, white-collar crime and financial analysts from FBI 

headquarters in Washington and multiple prosecutors in the U.S. attorney’s office in Delaware.” 

• The FBI Supervisory Special Agent called by House Republicans to testify about this case agreed 

that “it’s a common circumstance for FBI agents to have disagreements with prosecutors about 

investigative steps.” (p.50)  

 

 

REPUBLICAN CLAIM #6: The Biden Administration is “stonewalling” 

congressional investigations. 
 

• Chair Comer has claimed that “we all know the Biden administration is stonewalling” 

congressional investigations, and Republicans have argued that this alleged obstruction 

necessitates a full impeachment inquiry, claiming the Biden Administration is “denying us to get 

the information that we need” and an impeachment inquiry will give them fuller powers to 

obtain information. 

THE FACTS SHOW:  

Republicans in Congress have undercut their own claims of obstruction by bragging about the volume 

of materials they have gained access to in their investigations.  

• House Republicans themselves have boasted about their successful efforts to get access to 

information from the Administration, crowing that they have “obtained thousands of pages of 

financial records related to the Biden family and their associates’ transactions” from the 

Treasury Department and other sources.  

• House Oversight Committee Chairman Comer said on Fox that “every subpoena I’ve signed as 
chairman of the House Oversight Committee over the last five months, we’ve gotten 100 
percent of what we’ve requested.” 
 

The Biden Administration has made extraordinary efforts to provide information in response to House 

Republicans’ requests and has not “obstructed” even their most absurd investigations. 

• The Biden Administration has consistently given House Republicans access to information, 

including material that is highly protected and rarely provided to Congress:  

o The Biden Administration Treasury Department provided the House Oversight 
Committee access to financial records.  

▪ Oversight Committee Chairman Comer boasted about getting this access – and 
even stood outside of the Treasury Department to record a Twitter video talking 
about how he and other members had just reviewed the materials. 

https://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/FBI-SSA-Transcribed-Interview-Transcript.pdf
https://video.snapstream.net/Play/4u5uOH0UiffgN8mCrmoaTL?accessToken=dhwd211z1efrs
https://twitter.com/therecount/status/1683903090372534273?s=20
https://twitter.com/therecount/status/1683903090372534273?s=20
https://oversight.house.gov/release/comer-reveals-new-evidence-in-biden-familys-influence-peddling-schemes
https://oversight.house.gov/release/comer-reveals-new-evidence-in-biden-familys-influence-peddling-schemes
https://www.foxbusiness.com/video/6330314725112
https://twitter.com/MorningsMaria/status/1689612316420059136
https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/14/politics/comer-biden-family-bank-activity-reports/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/14/politics/comer-biden-family-bank-activity-reports/index.html
https://twitter.com/RepJamesComer/status/1635613480668524548
https://twitter.com/GOPoversight/status/1648142884195975168


13 of 14 
 

o The FBI under the Biden Administration provided the full House Oversight Committee 
the FBI FD-1023 form, as well as multiple briefings to discuss it – even stressing that 
“this is an extraordinary accommodation given the sensitivities surrounding FBI FD-
1023s, which contain raw, unverified reporting from confidential human sources” and 
“protecting this type of information from wider disclosure is imperative to the FBI’s 
ability to recruit sources and ensure the safety of the source or others mentioned in the 
reporting.” 

o The Justice Department under the Biden Administration has offered its officials to come 
in and testify on these issues, including Attorney General Garland in September, among 
many other examples of the Administration cooperating with even their wild goose 
chase investigations.  

• More recently, McCarthy has taken to accusing the Biden administration of obstructing 
documents that were “never requested by the GOP.”  

o The Hill: “McCarthy at one point added they were seeking bank statements and credit 
card statements…An aide for the House Oversight Committee, which has led the 
investigation into the matter, confirmed the panel has not requested such documents 
from the White House.”  

 
 

 

REPUBLICAN CLAIM #7: Joe Biden and the White House have changed their 

story on the President’s alleged involvement. 
 

• Republicans have also resorted to making bogus arguments that the President “lied to the 

American people” and that the White House has “attempt[ed] to move the goalposts” in its 

messaging. 

THE FACTS SHOW:  

Statements by President Biden, the White House, and even the Biden campaign in 2020 have been 
consistent – and in fact, they have been backed up by the testimony of House Republicans’ own 
witnesses.  

The White House’s statement that “the President was not in business with his son” is entirely 
consistent with past statements.  

• In 2020, the Biden campaign told The New York Times: “Joe Biden has never even considered 
being involved in business with his family, nor in any overseas business whatsoever.”   

• Republicans’ own witnesses such as Eric Schwerin, a former business associate of Hunter Biden, 
said President Biden was not involved in their business dealings: “In a March 2023 interview 
with Republican and Democratic Committee staff, Mr. Schwerin told Committee staff he was not 
aware of any involvement by President Biden in the financial conduct of the President’s 
relatives’ businesses, much less any transactions into or out of the then-Vice President’s bank 
account related to business conducted by any Biden family member.” 

https://nypost.com/2023/06/07/fbi-will-allow-whole-oversight-committee-to-view-biden-bribery-scheme-allegation/
https://twitter.com/pbump/status/1664336239468617736/photo/1
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/justice-department/prosecutor-hunter-biden-case-offers-testify-congress-fall-rcna96191
https://www.cnn.com/2023/06/27/politics/garland-house-testify/index.html
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/4165602-mccarthy-house-could-launch-impeachment-inquiry-when-we-come-back-into-session/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/4165602-mccarthy-house-could-launch-impeachment-inquiry-when-we-come-back-into-session/
https://www.foxbusiness.com/video/6332996096112
https://www.foxbusiness.com/video/6332996096112
https://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Third-Bank-Records-Memorandum_Redacted.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/25/us/politics/bidens-china.html
https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/news/press-releases/republicans-fail-to-find-any-evidence-of-wrongdoing-by-president-biden-in
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The President’s statements that he has “never spoken to my son about his overseas business 
dealings” and “never talked business” is also supported by the testimony of House Republicans’ own 
witnesses:  

• Devon Archer repeatedly testified that Joe Biden never discussed business with his son. 

o Archer testified that President Biden never discussed business with Hunter Biden or his 

associates (p.131): 

 

o Archer testified that any conversations he witnessed with President Biden were not 

related to Hunter Biden’s business dealings (p.120): 

 

Again and again, Speaker McCarthy, Marjorie Taylor Greene, James Comer, and other House 

Republicans have shown that they are pursuing a baseless impeachment stunt – despite revealing no 

evidence of wrongdoing by Joe Biden – in a relentless effort to smear the President.  

The relentless pursuit of this extreme, far-right political agenda comes at the expense of what the 

American people have sent their leaders to Washington to do – move past the constant political 

warfare and focus on working together to improve the lives of American families.   

 

https://www.thedailybeast.com/joe-biden-ive-never-spoken-to-my-son-about-ukraine-business-deals
https://www.thedailybeast.com/joe-biden-ive-never-spoken-to-my-son-about-ukraine-business-deals
https://themessenger.com/politics/biden-dismisses-lousy-question-from-fox-news-reporter-on-hunters-business-dealings
https://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Devon-Archer-Transcript.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Devon-Archer-Transcript.pdf

